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FRENCH NORTH AFRICA

i. &lthough general tension mounting throughout Freuncn Norta
Africa, situstion differeut io each of three political
divisions.
£. In "protectorate™ of Tunisia, Ffrench have recently con-

al#dné,agrﬁtnenﬁ with "pative” Tunisian gﬂtﬁ:n»?at,
grantiosg limited home ruls,

k., Haggling over ivterpretation of agreement, together with

local disorders, likely to complicate and delay transfer
of governmental Ffusctioms frow Prench to Tunisiap control,

C. Prospect of mors self-government for Tunisia encourages
sationalist campaign in “protectorate” of Norocco and
maminal;y "mstropolitar” Algeria, where security situation
steadily detertorating.

1. iIs Tunisia, which has been a Frenchk "protectorate” since 1881/3:
4. Ponderous series of conventions (signed Paris 3 June) define

extent of howe rule.

1. Bue for ratification by Nationsl Assenbly in July;
Embassy Paris thinks chances good.

2. Tunisian approval (by Bey) ezpected to be automatic.

B, Under conventioss, Frasce will retain control over Tunisian
foreign sffairs, defense; will begin te trapsfer police
gervices (after 5 years); judicisl services (after 19 years)

_tao Tunisian contrel.

1. In . interim, Freoch interests to be ptataﬂtnz>ny #igh
naaumamrya.wﬁg —
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ill. Proposed copveaiions vpposed by

iv.

4. Hesctiovary Frescs setiler elesent (priveipally Freuch
neabhers Tusisias civil serviee). guresucrais are
exeriicg maximua possible pressure prevest Frezen Anneably
approvsl.

5. ixtresist wisg of otierwise sodersie Tusisian Beo-Desiour
{"eocstitution)) party {under lemdership Salan hen Youssefi).
Extrenigts have strong ties wiis Arab league.

£. Utner Tusisiass io spposition ipcliwde smalil but fsuaiic
Uid Destour Party (8,000}, asd smaller {1,500) isetileciive

jusisiss Lommusisi Party.

Convestioss supported by:

%. Eiperity of upsorgesised Frepch busisess asd professicusl
residentis Tupimia,

B, Heiority of 890,000-siromg Keo-Destour pRrly, Waiohe president
(Hapib Bourgniba) tas acted a# penind-ihe-Boeves guide ol
camprosise seillexesi. However, bBourghibs has clearly
atated copventlions unly IiFei Siep townrd fuil ipdepsandence.

.. Bany Fremch sificiaism privately admit ioevitatlliidy e
Tenisian indepepdence.

1, iaplemesistisn ol sosventices grobsbly wiil be siriie-riddea.

in algeria, pletave coapiicated by fsci that thres coasiai

divisions (Coxstantine, Algiers apd Ursu) asve beesn considered
departmenis of Frasce {residests somingily voling citipens)
sicce 1848: Four interier divisions are under silitary occupa-
tion.
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French hsd to iapose sists of SuNBrgescy 1 Aprii: since

thern guerrilla sttacks ip easiers Algeris (Corstaptine)
stopped up drastically.
Frepch have reinforced Algeris with moere thse 20,000 1r00ps,
witsdrawe from forces commitied Lo BATG-~total ie Algeris

sow sope than 110,009,

Army apparenily tu;réing Egropeans ip (OWNS,

£,

in

&

"

)
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waile countryside Noslems unprotested agaiust ouilaws.

Frevch-Sosles sptagonisw Lucressing steadily sud ﬁa:ﬁﬁ

Africas saiive troops <sm o losger be relisd ou.

1. Bowe “captures” of sative sails believed dexertions.

2. Algerian light infsntry usits beipg rotated o GeTasuy ,
replnced by ¥reamca uoits.

french government yielding 1o extromnist settler domands,

sllowing torsatios of settler wilitis--essestially

vigilante gange-~to ‘sid’ i police activities.

issesce of problem is tast Algeriamss who sesk indeperdence

sre copsidered de facte traiicrs, Siance Freseh salke

juridicsl claim thst Algoria c'est la Frasce.

Yoroces, waied aas bees s Fresch “prateciorsie” sipce 19id:

Ersrp upsurge isst two years' terroriss, gopcentrated

Casablanca ares, began iate May "35. xoslem resesinent

YR Fregch repressive MMOASUres no¥W aGuled

tupopests iz Casablaucs said to fsee dasger of BASBACEE,
faris agparently at last comviaced need to selve bursing

“dymastic issue” by repimsciug vapopular selias {Bes sratm--
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inposed h& Frepoh August 1863).
&, dowever, Paris rejectis possibility re-esthronlisg fresci-
deposed Kohamed bex Tousaal.
1., ¥Freseh cap tTind po acoepiabis qualified candidets ancng
uany Alsouite princes.
3, Way remort to device ol BegeECy vonncil.
I, %s sction to betler AGrocosn conditions probable until
after Tenisias copventions approved by Freach Assenbly .,
1., Protectorates Binister July, told Foreigs Aiiaire
Coamissise of Fresen Asseably: “pever has the waxia
‘i govers is 1o ¢hoORe the lesser evil' been more apt. "
S$artn divican ﬁgtiﬂamlint; cepabilities difficelt to ARSasS.
i. Almost po infermaiios available os quantity, type arme
available.
¥, ¥eaposs captlured By French ascally light, of sorid ¥asr i}
ax warlier vistage: Vvery tew sutomatic weapons discovered.
. Bationalists probably dolig some smuggliing~~-by se& oOF
averiand, Also probably Arab States collsboraiios.
i. Logisties probles javolived makes =asRive overiand supply
from Libys or Bgypt isprokabile.
2. somt likely ssurce--"private esterprise” gun-russiocg by
ses, |
9. ssptiouslisis is differeat parts of Frescn Serih Africa
- probably do Bot BOwW have sufficieat nilitary equipmest e
iaupea coordisated rebellios.
1. However, GBn COLLINGS tis down significanst portion

Frasce's wilitary stresgtb.
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Inflamastory redic broadcoasts from suen disparate polsts
28 Caire, Damsscus, Spavish Borocco and Budapest--xll im
collaguial Arabic~-are claimed by Fraace te be wajor

factor in currast surest, disorders.

tatlook colored by variety of factors:

A.

-

.

gore thap 200,000 Fresch t(reops snd pelice i» arss give

reascoable sasurance France ¢as maintsin aoné sort of

position in North AIries.

However, frustratiecs over course of eveats in Iodochina

sy sake Freach exaggeraste present threst, is hopes -3 4

gettiog woquslified B sapport.

Probles further cemplicsted by anti-Anericanisn, suspicion

45 istestions prevalest smouwg Fremch ssttiers snd officials

in Borth Africa who ses UE osusting Fresch,

1. At msme time, Amerigss pepularity declining swoug natives;
Coumunists exploiting Fremch use of Amsrican aras.

Ssanwbile, risisg terroriem poses ihreat te all Buropeaas,

inecluding wore taasn 15,000 Amsricase now in Boreceo.

Culy place where situatlon i1ikely to improve is Tunisis,

whore France wsy avert sericus disorders by firm mztwa*

tation agveesd-wponsautonony.

Eestoration of Algerian Noslew confidence-end to “gecond-

class citizenship” for natives-—appears prareguisite (o

restoration order thers.

- -
AELERT

Approved For Release 2003/01/29.: CIA-RDP79R00890A000600010019-0




